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with nature, and for a combined labor-capital interpretation of life. 
"Healthy national ideals," the author concludes, "require a contribution 
from both urban and rural experience. The first we have in quantity. 
It is the second we lack. It is the business of those who conserve social 
welfare to respect the conclusions of rural thinkers and to discover how 
rural experience may make its largest contribution to national policy 
and social opinion." 

L. M. Bristol 
West Virginia University 



Child Welfare in Oklahoma. An inquiry by the National Child 
Labor Committee for the University of Oklahoma, under the 
direction of Edward N. Clopper. New York: National Child 
Labor Committee, 1917. Pp. 285. 

This investigation represents one of the most ambitious attempts to 
make a state survey of the problems of child welfare. The information is 
based on studies of representative counties and cities, a sufficient number 
having been included to justify the conclusion that the conditions por- 
trayed are general throughout the state. The problems of child welfare 
are divided into eleven parts covering such subjects as health, recreation, 
education, child labor, delinquency, dependency, child protection, and 
administration of laws. A corps of seven investigators spent the larger 
part of a year in gathering and compiling the information. 

Many important facts are presented: frequently conditions are 
described as most unsatisfactory, and laws are found to be inadequate, 
and public opinion dormant. For example, the survey of public health 
work shows that birth registration is inadequate, contagious disease is 
not effectively controlled, the majority of schools have no provision for 
medical inspection of children, the state health department does not 
meet the needs of the state, the educational work of the schools is unsatis- 
factory, milk inspection is lagging, and free hospital service is practically 
nonexistent. On the basis of these discoveries a series of recommenda- 
tions is made designed to improve the enforcement of existing laws or to 
erect new administrative machinery for carrying out the needed reforms. 

A similar situation holds for recreation and juvenile delinquency. 
The needs of dependent children have, however, received considerable 
attention, while the most serious aspects of child labor are those relating 
to the street trades and to agricultural work. A very important part of 
the report consists of a summary of the laws dealing with parentage, 
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property and general protection of children. The chapter on "Agricul- 
ture," although necessary for an understanding of the local problems, 
deals largely with questions affecting the general welfare of the state and 
illustrates the danger of drawing too close a line of demarcation between 
problems of child welfare and other social problems, 

The culminating features of the report are the practical suggestions 
for the improvement of child welfare throughout the state. The sug- 
gestions are conservative and seem to develop naturally from a knowledge 
of existing conditions in Oklahoma and of the effects of remedial efforts 
elsewhere. 

This investigation is not an intensive study of problems aiming to 

gather original information and develop new principles, but rather an 

extensive survey attempting to discover actual conditions and the 

extent of their deviation from accepted standards. Reports of this 

kind will greatly accelerate the development of state programs of child 

welfare. They need to be supplemented, however, by intensive research 

into special problems about too many of which very little is as yet known. 

George B. Mangold 
The Missouri School of Social Economy 



Religion and the New American Democracy. By Joseph E. 
McAfee. Brooklyn: 200 Clermont Ave., 1918. Pp. 98. 
The religious system needs rebuilding to fit into the new democracy. 
The author sees the beginning of such reorganization in the impulse 
which has given rise to the community-church movement. 

Ancient Peoples at New Tasks. By Willard Price. New York: 
Missionary Education Movement of the United States and 
Canada, 1918. Pp. xl+208. $0.40. 
This book illustrates the spirit of the modern missionary movement- 
It presents a view of the missionary as a leader in the industrial develop- 
ment of backward foreign peoples. 

The American Spirit, A Basis for World-Democracy. By Paul 
Monroe, Ph.D., LL.D. and Irving E. Miller,. Ph.D. New 
York: World Book Co., 1918. Pp. xv+336. $1.00. 
This book is a compilation of selections from the speeches and writ- 
ings of prominent Americans. It is designed to serve as a reader which 
shall "focus attention upon the constructive aspect of patriotism." 



